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AREFUTATION 


Of a falſe and Impious Aſperſion caſt on the 
lateLord COT TINGTOMWN,, 


by the Writer of the Popiſh Currant. 


He Petty Scribler of Poptſh lyes in hts Sacrilegious Libel, 
call'd, The Poprſh Curyant, {et torth on Friday the 18th, of Feb. 
having calt a talſe and Impious Asperlion oh a Perſon of great 
worth and honour, many years fince deccas d whoſe moſt 

fignal ſervices to his K. and Country during the curſe of his lite, deferv'd 
a molt grateful Remembrance, it has been thought fit ro diſabuſe the Pub- 
lick by a plain Ketutarion of what is falſly charg'd upon him by chis 
impoltor. 

He ſays in the firſt Page of thar Popiſh Currant, that it 5a certain tru:h 
which he is ready to ,uſtifie rothe Teeth of any [ory Cavillers, (for {o he 
calls all thoſe that queſtion the truch of his malicious Impoſtures) That 
the Lord Cottingt0n dying at Valladolid zz Spain, by bis will ordered bis 
Corps 10 be for the then preſent burged in the Feſuts colledge there, but on con- 
ditzon that it ſhould be trarſmitted into England as ſoon as Popery ſhould be 
there ſctled. 

To fatisfe the publick of whar is truth, in this Afſertion they are here- 
by made acquainted thatthe Lord Cottington's Will which he made ar 
Valladolid, was brought over into Exgland ſhorily atter his Deceaſe by 
ſome of his Servants, and was prov'd and entred inthe Prerogative Office 
in che month of Auguſt 1666. where any man may ſee it ctiar pleaſe ; in 


which Will the whole claulerelating to the diſpoſall of his body, is word 


tor word, as follows. 

1 Order when it pleaſeth the Almighty God to take me out of this preſent wor ld, 
that my body be buried and depoſited tn the Engliſh Colledge Church of thus City, 
11 th- C'appell and place where my Executors pl-aſe to diſpoſe it, till it pleaſe 
the 4lmighty God to ſettle the differences of the Kingdom of England , that my 
Nephemws and Execuors 1n due time may have it remoV'd thither. 

And this 15 the whole truth and nociiang bur the eruth of the Lord 
Cottingtons Laſt, and only Willand Teſtamentat Yaladolid tor the diſpoſal 
of it body, as 1s ready to be juſttficd ro the Teeth of any impudent Im- 
poſtOr oat cares queſtion tr, 

As to the Spaniiht j::{crip- 101 which he ſays was on the Lord Cortingtons 
Tomb at Ya/adolid, (tiionzh in truch he had no Tomb there) on which 
the Libc1lour ſeem: to havegruunded his Preſumprion for ics being that 
Lords Will co have his Corps tranſmicted into England as ſoon as Popery 
ſhould be there ſecled : 1 ſay in cafe there were ſuch an Inſcription on a 
Wall there near the place where hits Corps was buried, and that rhis were 
a true Copy of it (concerning the truth of which I ſhall nor trouble my 
ſelt ro enquire) tr platnly appears by the many Errors commited in it, thaz 
it was WIcten by rote and without any duc attention tothe truth of what is 
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{iid & the Libellour who is free enough to queſtion the truth of the Titles 
and Offices there-grven tum, hadhe-bren ingenious might have ſuſpected 
as well chearuth ot what istiierefaid io be his Will concerning the diſ- 
poſall of his body, and might have fearch'd the proper Olhce, where his 
crue Will was to be found. 

Any man of a Candid diſpoſition having ſeen the cateleſs wording of 
that Spanilh inſcription, would have given ar lealt this Candid Interpre- 
ra:10n of it, tha: che Fattiers there looking upon it as an Honour to their 
Chappel to havea Perſon of h1s quality there inter'd, thought fir whilſt his 
Corps contiuued in it to have his Memory preſerv'd by ſome Inſcription, 
a'1d not minding ary accuraſy inferring down hi: Honourary Titles, and 
pri-bably nor having leen his Vill, buc hearing ſomeri.ing contuſedly of 
1t, orat leaſt not minding the Exact words of it for the Future difſpoſall of 
his body waen they reaa 1:, they ſetup chi; general CaaraQter of him, 
which being ina Forratgn Cicuntrey, and tiis Corps being not to be con- 
tinucd there, t|:cy tt, ouznt needed not any great Exattnels. 

Inthe mean time it ſeems ſomewhat ſtragethat this Popiſh Litellour 
whothinks 1: uareaſonable that a true Proteſt int as himſelt ſhould give 
the leaſt creditetiherco the living Oaths or dying Proteltations, if any 
Jeluiror Paprſt ſhould vui'd fo much on a Triviall Inſcription written by 
f-:mc ſuch ona Wall at Randome as tothink 1t a moſt convincing Argu- 
ment (a> he c2ils ir) of the certainty of the Plor, 7 

Anuther to10g witlch weig 'S$ much with this Popifh writer js that this 
bo iy was nor br: ught over till lomewhat near the time of the diſcovery of 
tePlt, Tuihs its Anſwer'd. 

Firit, 1c, a ering well knownro hundreds of Gentlemen and Perſons of 
Hon'yr who live been 1. quainted with that Family, that they have con- 
ſtanly a: all crimes declar'd tince his Ma jeſtics Reſtaurarion ttiat it was 
the Will of the Lord Cattizg!on chat hl body thould be brought over upon 
Their being inve ſ-d in his E-ſta-e,and that the thing has been otten delign'd 
thougi fill dela y'd till the Year 78. 

Secondly, It a Reaſon be delired tor the delay, you may conſider of whar 
follows. 


1. After his Majelties Reſtauration , and thar Family': being inveſted 


in the Lord Corrs, gtoz's Eltate rhere were con{1derable Summs of Moneys 
ro be raiſed topay chefaid Lords Debts, which could not conveniently be 
dove u wer tome years time. 

2, There nappen'd after that an unhappy difference berwixt the Father 
Sr. Francts Cottmngtonand his Eldelt Son, which laſted ſome years. 

3. Tnar bciug ended che Son was willing to ſettle himſelt in the world 
by macch betore he would reſolve of ſending for his Uncle's body, and 
being at length happily ſetI'd inthe State of Marriage, he did noi Enjoy it 
long e're tic dyed. 

4. As forthe preſent Gentleman who ts the Soul ſurviving Heir.of che 
Family, ics well known under what unfortunate Circumſtanees he has 
layen for theſe many years paſt, and is ſtil], norwithſianding which he ar 
length conſidering him felt rhe laft of his Family, and being without any 
poſiibility of Iflue (unleſs his Sacred Majeſty comiſcrating his condition 
thaliatſome time pleaſe cogrant him a Commiſhon of Review for the re- 
hcaring of his cauſe,a gracious favour which mary able Divines and Civi- 
lians conceive very reaſonable to be granted) and being therefore detirons 
tO {ce his Uncles Will tulfill'd betore his dearth ; he came to a reſolve to 
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pay this Pious Devoir to his deceaſed Ancheſter, and [ent for his body 
accordingly, which being done ſo many Months before the diſcovery of 
the Plor,t wonder whence this Libe)lour concludes lt to have any Relation 
ro it, Or what imaginable Reaſon he conceives this Gentleman ſhould 
have for Anticipating his Uncles Will, if it had been as he from che Spa- 
nith Inſcription concludes it, for can any man imagine if ſuch an Execrable 
deſign as 15 {worn by the Kings Evidence had been Executed, but there 
would have followed great Tumults in the Nation, and is it not Obvious 
to all men that no time cculd be proper for bringing over a body in ſuch an 
account but when all Tumulrs were appeas'd. 

Again | would as k any rationall man whether he thinks it not naturally 
probable that any Noble man ot England, Papiſt or Proteftanc dying 
beyond rhe Seas, wonld order in his VV ill that his body ſhould be broug hr 
over and inter'd in England whether the Catholick Religion were 
c{tablith't here or nor, and whether it be not a thing generally done, 

A<to the Libe!lous RefleQiois on the Earl of Daxby tor ſending his 
Warrant to the Commilſoners of the Cuftom- houſe fc r permitting the 
LordCottingtons bones to be landed without paying duty & to defrauding the 
King of his Rights; I only Anſwer that 1 do not doubt but his Majgſty is 
well ſarisfied how tender this Libellour is of his Rights : inthe j 
it his Majeſty pleaſe to remi: the duty payable for landing a Cor, cſpe- 
ciallyrhis being the Relict of a perſon who tatthtully terv'd him, loſt his 
Eiaie, and dyedin Exile for him ; 1 hope no good Subjeft has cauſe to 
complain, 

Whenrhis Libellour ſays that the Lord Cottzngton was queſtion'd by 
Pariiament, I know not what Farltament tie means, unleſs ic be the internal 
Rump, (an honelt Parliament I no way doubt ro the Humour of this ſedi- 
rious Scribler) who gave this Lords Eftate to Bradſhaw tor his Sacrilegious 
preſumprion un pathog that Execrable Sentence ot death on his dread 
Soveraign. 

If ic berrue what this Popiſh writer ſayes that the Lord Cortiugrondyed 
of the Roman Faith, irs no great wonder, it w'.en baving betore nis Eyes 
the perfidius dealing of tc nnva-urall Subj.&s of England with their 
Soveraign, and finding more In egriry amon.. the Spaniards with whom 
he had long Converſt, he became ar length of their Keityion : though the 
Libellour 1, impiovfly Ljurious co tim 1n rt.45 that tie calls him a nuto- 
riou: Maſcucraded Prowitant here, for 1t+ well known ti:at he conunued a 
Proceſtanc tor many ycar atcer his Extle In Sparta, and did not become 
Cathelick £11: tome fnurt time before bis death, after he had fſcen 2 
Cunſumarion oi Malice in th: Kings Enemies, and the true Proteſtant 
Ctiurci here w.ctly ſubver cd, 

To conclude, | ca nor but rake notice of this Fellows vilifying contempr 
of Horourary [1t«5, conter'd 011 Perſons of deſert by their Soveraign ; he 
calling :1e Lord Cortzagrons Ticdes in the Spanith Inſcription, Rhadomontads 
Tiles and Offices that perhaps never belo:g'd ro him: I mult confefscnere 
are many Errours init ar inſcripeion, bur ] muſt (e]] chis impudent Scribler 
(he muſt pardon my Expreftions) it he ſpent fome time in reading the 
worthy Hiſtorians of our Age who record the memorable things of grea: 
men, as he {p2nds a good parr of his lite in reading gloſling and commenting 
upon the Old Golden Leger, (a Book look'd upon by the Papiſts them- 
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ſelves as ti:-ree Forms below the Story of Tem Thumd) he would find that 
the Lord Cott:ngron was Baron Cottngton of Hanworth, and-chat 1n bis late 
Mi jctties Reign he was Chaice:lourot his Majelttcs Exchequer, maſter of 
his Court of Wards, Conltable of the Tower, Lord High: Treaſurer of 
England,a'id 07c of his Majeſties moſt honourable Privy Councill, twat he 
was twice Ambaſſador in Spar, once for th:e ſaid King, anda fecond time 
for his Sacred Majeſty now Keigntng; and be mig:.t read what worthy 
ſervices ne did as well there as at home tor thetr Majelties and the Nation, 
but its bencath this writer to take notice of any mans deſerts but his own, 
well ther-let him keep ro his dear Legend, ana by tiie continuance of his 
pretty Fables, Ice his writings delerverhie continua «ce of the Title lately 
given them of harmlely innocent Papers, as t« thalli;ave ny Vore for being 
as great an Innocent as any 1n tiie Na.10n, and fo Jet him accompliſh the 
thira Vollume torſooth, of his incomparable H:ftory. And if in the plain 
way ot a C riſtian he can at anyrime make a. yſuvlian:iall diſcovery of a 
Plor con:riv'd eitter by rhe Papiits or anyelſca_atnit uur Sacred King and 
Governm: t, ler him be accurit who does nut afturd bim hi: he)ping hand 
in it, and embrace him as a Bruti-er 'or ſo doing ; bur for tim to be fo very 
poiitive in aſlcrting an impivus untruti: refleEtivg on tie dead whoſe Aſhes 
ougt * Pp be ſacred, and viitt ying perions(.t Honuur, which atterwards muſt 
ſhamd "iP berecanted, it ſhews not!1ing of a Criſtian, or of a man of any 
moral h#heſty, it ir was only a heedl!els miſiake 12 1.112 and not a Volun- 
cary lmpolture, | hope when he a: ſcen this Paper {i e will own it to the 
world a ſo ; when the Kings Evidence i1as read iiiis | doubt te will loſe 
their thanks for his Corroboractive, the main ingredient of a good Corro- 
bora ive, honeſt truth, being tere wanting lad he only with Candour 
Related marter of Fat concerning the Spaniſh Inſcripiion, and letr it ro 
the Judgment of the world withour }:is parergon of malicious inſinuarions 
and other u cbriſtiznly ReflcRions he ſhould have toui.d nothing bur 
marter o' Fatt Candidlyreturn'd in Anfwer, but now, if he giflikes the 
name of Libcl;our and the Jike, | appeal ro the world wherher he has nor 
give n theſe names to himſelf by what he has written, and 7 pro.clt fram my 
hearc 1 haic tocallany man cut of hi» Name. 


